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EASTER SCHEDULE 
 

 

We will be closed       

FRIDAY APRIL 14, 2017 
for Good Friday.     

Please order your feed 

accordingly.  

 

 

 

 

FUTURES MARKET  

BEEF 

PORK 

Mount Forest 
Tel: 519.323.1880 

Fax: 519.323.3183 

Head office 
1805 Sawmill Road 

Conestoga, On, N0B 1N0:  
Tel: 519.664.2237 
Fax: 519.664.1636 

Tavistock 
Tel: 519.655.3777 

Fax: 519.655.3505 

Toll Free 1.800.265.2203 

 

APRIL 123.75 

JUNE 104.85 

AUGUST 100.32 

  

APRIL 68.03 

JUNE 77.83 

AUGUST 77.70 

  

 ORDER DESK 

Ways to place your order: 

Toll-free: 1.800.265.2203 

Fax: 519.655.3505 

Email: orders@wsfeeds.ca 

Online: www.wsfeeds.ca 

 

Traditionally, the recommendation to dairy producers has been to “milk ALL cows as com-

pletely as possible at every milking.” This recommendation has been revised due to recent re-

search and field experience. It is impossible to milk a cow completely dry; there will always be 

some milk in the udder even after “complete” milk out because she is constantly making milk.  

Overmilking is a matter of concern because it may affect teat condition and udder health. In the 

past, it was believed that all milk needed to be removed from the udder to maximize milk yield. 

However, breeding for high milk yields has provided cows with a high alveolar capacity. Due to 

this, cows are more efficient as milk producers. Overmilking starts when the milk flow to the 

teat cistern is less than the flow out of the teat canal. Mouthpiece chamber vacuum typically 

increases during overmilking and fluctuations become larger. If the vacuum in the teat cistern is 

higher than beneath the teat end for short periods of time, the reverse pressure gradients across 

the teat canal may increase bacterial invasion of the teat cistern. Reverse pressure gradients oc-

cur only during milking of empty teats (Rasmussen et al., 1994), and overmilking will therefore 

increase the possibility of bacteria entering the teat. Teat end health is also greatly affected by 

overmilking. Hyperkeratosis of the teat is often experienced in herds with long unit on times.  

Hyperkeratosis means excessive keratin growth. It is a thickening of the skin that lines the teat 

canal and the external orifice. Producers often notice a wart-like structure or rough spots at the 

end of the teat. This can be a result of poor milking management and long unit on times. Cows 

that experience these effects are often seen to have an increase in somatic cell count. This is due 

to the inability to thoroughly clean teat ends with hyperkeratosis, leaving bacteria behind to 

enter the teat canal during milking.  As you can see, overmilking and prolonged unit attachment 

can greatly affect your herd’s udder health. How do you test if you are overmilking? There is a 

very simple way to do so that can be done by anyone on the farm. The strip yield test looks at 

overall completeness of milking. It can be done two different ways, by hand or with a unit. I 

prefer to do this evaluation by hand, but your preference may differ.  To accomplish the test, 

immediately after milking, hand strip each quarter for 15 seconds, collecting the milk in a con-

tainer. I use a plastic measuring cup. A properly milked cow should have about one cup of milk 

left in the udder, if there is more or less, then a milk out problem may exist on your farm.  Per-

forming this test with a milking unit requires a little more precision. A milking meter is required 

to perform the test using this method. To do so, the milking unit must be reattached within 30 

seconds of automatic removal and downward pressure applied. Continue applying pressure for 

15 seconds before removing the unit. Record the amount of milk that was harvested using this 

method. Once again, about one cup of milk should be left in the udder.  If you discover that a 

problem exists on your farm with over or under milking, there are a number of different factors 

that can attribute to this. It is important to properly maintain your milking machines to reach 

optimum performance. If automatic detachers are being used, adjustment for timely removal of 

the milking unit can be critical to help reduce unit on time. If your farm is manually detaching 

the unit, employees need to be aware of the issue that is occurring and be more consistent in 

removing the unit as soon as “end of milking” is reached for each animal. It is important to look 

at your overall milking routine and have timely unit attachment and proper let down, quiet cow 

handling and timely unit adjustment, and proper alignment.  

In conclusion, a few simple steps on your farm to prevent overmilking can help decrease your 

overall herd somatic cell count. Routinely perform a strip yield test on your farm to be sure 

units are being removed in a timely manner and make proper adjustments as needed to reach 

optimum udder health. (Rassmussen, M. D., E. S. Frimer, and E. L. Decker.) 

Overmilking? Test yourself 



Farm Safety 

March 12-18th is the Canadian Agricultural Safety Week. This is an opportunity to focus on the critical need for safety at 

all levels on and around your farm. Paying attention to details of safety is critical to you and everyone who lives and 

works on your farm. We often think that our farm is a safe place, an assumption based on the fact that we are conscious 

of the need for farm safety combined with the possible fact that there has never been an accident or injury. Farm safety is 

a complex issue on any operation regardless of size. Have you developed a safety protocol for your farm? This should 

include the use and operation of all machinery and equipment, stating concerns and cautions. How about livestock 

handling procedures; working around chemicals and manure handling systems; feed storage units; electrical systems and 

accessibility to all aspects of the farm? While a written, posted policy and procedure statement may not eliminate 

accidents, it can certainly help in keeping everyone who works and visits your farm more informed about safety 

expectations. Take a few minuets to consider safety on your farm and have a safe spring! 
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 Our Calf Coat Draw Winners Are: 

  

 Gold Crest Farms 

 Harry M. Martin 

 Derrick E. Weber 

 Darryl McIntosh 

 Ammerlane Holsteins 

 Blayjoy Holsteins 
 

 
CALF COATS WINNERS 

 

Think Preservation—Get Quality 
 

It is not too soon to start considering an inoculants or pre-

servative that can effectively aid silage fermentation and 

stabilization. A quality, research-tested product can dra-

matically impact forage quality during storage and until 

feedout. However, keep in mind that not all preservatives 

or inoculants are “created equal”. The research that goes 

into such products, along with on-farm management of 

forages and end-results, is critical when making a deci-

sion on what to purchase. Quality forages are an invest-

ment in the rations that you will be feeding your diary 

and livestock throughout next fall and winter. If you 

choose not to use a preservative or inoculants you poten-

tially place your feeding program at risk, losing valuable 

quality and dry matter availability. This ultimately can 

have a critical impact on how your animals perform. We 

offer a unique lineup of quality products that can help to 

meet your silage and haylage needs this year. Don’t de-

lay! Harvesting often begins before we completely realize 

it is time.  

CANADIAN DAIRY XPO 
 

Here is an admission discount coupon for the Dairy 

Xpo on April  5th &  6th  in Stratford.  


